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1.6 being officially released this week but the menu for Acq is there now on the acq.open-ils.org server.

Selection List and PO Overview:

1. These are treated as a separate database of records from your live Evergreen database. It’s a staging area for ordering. The goal is to have some patron built lists (items requested) as well as the shared staff lists.

2. When you see the IDs listed, such as org unit IDs, just know that these are changing and will soon show the library/branch name, not the ID.

3. You can create a new list, clone a list, merge multiple lists together or delete selection lists using the menu options.

4. Styling will come later.

5. More summary info at the top of the selection list will also come later.

6. Right now, the summary for each selection list record can be defined by the staff in terms of what information they want to see from the MARC and order records. 

7. You can display and edit the MARC record from here.

Workflow – Starting with Loading the Order Record from a Vendor:

1. Choose the action item to Load Order Record.

a. From here, you can Create the Purchase Order,

b. Load Bibs and Items (most likely later),

c. Enter the Provider/Vendor,

d. Set the Org Unit (aka library that is ordering),

e. Add records to a Picklist (aka Selection List) if desired.

2. Find your file and hit Upload.

3. You will get summary information as it’s loading the records.

4. Now the Purchase Order can be retrieved.

5. Again, more summary information will be added across the top as development progresses.

Copies:

1. From the Purchase Order, if you select the Copies link next to an item, you can:

a. Change the distribution of the ordered copies in terms of copy location, library, call number, barcode, etc… More distribution options (formulas) coming later.

b. Batch edit the copies already distributed.

c. Change Circ Modifier – there is a default of Book unless the vendor provides this info when you load the records.

d. Assign call numbers and/or barcodes to each ordered copy. 

NOTE: If the vendor supplies call number and barcode information,  that will show up here. Otherwise, you can define it here or wait until you load your bibs and items to the catalog. At that time, any copies that have no call number or barcode assigned will get auto-generated call numbers and barcodes that have ACQ as a prefix. The prefix and format of these can be configured.

Notes:

1. Select NOTES next to any line item to add information that you want to keep internally or that you want to display on purchase orders for the vendor.

Load Bibs & Items:

1. This step can be performed at any time but will most likely happen once the copies have been received.

2. This is the step that will cause the bibs and items to show in the catalog.

3. Therefore, when you go look at the full details for the line item, a link to show the record in the catalog will show as soon as these are loaded.

4. The copy status will change from on order to in process when you receive the copies. 

NOTE: Much discussion about having other statuses such as “received” or “vendor processed.”

Big Questions:

1. How to handle age protection.

2. Whether on order materials should be holdable.

Prices:

1. There will be a list price as well as actual price, shipping amounts, discounts, taxes, etc… in the line item so you can track this information and have it apply to the encumbrance and expenditure.

2. GPLS doesn’t need the taxes line since they aren’t charged tax but they will need discount tables and the ability to apply on the fly discounts for monthly specials, etc… They also need to use exchange rates, at least for the State Library.

Mark Received:

1. Items can be received in one of three ways:

a. By receiving the entire purchase order.

b. By receiving all copies associated with a line item.

c. By partially receiving the copies for a particular line item.

2. Receiving copies will update the expenditure for the funds.

3. Receiving copies will also update the copy status in the OPAC, if the bibs and items have been loaded to the catalog.

4. The option to both cancel a line item but also retain information about why it was canceled (i.e. out of print, not available by this vendor…) is needed.

5. Bill confirmed that functionality for canceling individual line items will be coming.

6. There is the option to un-receive a purchase order – needs to be at the line item and copy level too.

NOTES: More discussion about shelf ready items from a vendor versus those that require more processing. Can they use their current vendor systems still? Etc…

Print Operations:

1. As of 1.6, there are new templating options which make printing purchase orders, etc… more flexible.

2. Print purchase order is an action.

Overlaying Records:

This is a big discussion. Many things to consider:

1. Overlay with OCLC record?

2. Link to existing record?

3. Edit the record from Acquisitions?

Starting from Scratch without Loading Records:

1. Title Search function.

a. Searches z39.50 connections much like the z39.50 client in the Cataloging interface.

b. Find a record.

c. Build the list manually.

2. Price: Needs to be optional at this point.

3. Coming: Ability to mark item ready for selector or ready for order.

4. From here, you can create the PO for all or selected titles.

5. Use the print purchase order or EDI to send the order.

6. You can also create brief records rather than finding it via z39.50. The template for this is the same as the MARC summary you have configured for each line item.

Funds:

1. You can define your fiscal year cutoff for funds.

2. It will show a combined balance of all money in and out of the fund.

3. There will be a summary page and an option to adjust the fund.

4. From Funding Source, you can allocate money to a fund.

5. This will have the option to interact with external accounting systems eventually.

6. It does predictive searching (here and in other places in the module) where you can start typing a fund name, for instance, and it will fill in the rest.

Providers:

1. Enter basic vendor info including address information, your account manager info, etc…
2. Holdings tags are defined here for importing records.

3. The attribute definition allows you to define MARC extraction points, whether some data should be stripped out, etc…

4. Eventually, EDI info will also be stored here.

Additional  Notes:

1. Due to new audit standards, they need to create Pos to keep information about donated items. There is a workflow for this.

2. The ability to scan the ISBN code on the back of the book would be great. For adding to a Purchase Order.

3. They also want ability to enter ISBN-13 or ISBN-10.

4. In addition to price, they need ad hoc fees for shipping, processing, mylar, etc…

5. They need ability to apply credits from vendor to purchase orders and in general to their vendor account.

6. They need a claiming process. Print and via EDI.

Next Steps:

1. The group will review what they learned today.

2. Bill will review the P1 requirements and report back on a time line for these.

3. We will have another meeting with the acq group and Bill before the Executive Committee Meeting where more decisions will be made in terms of policy and work flow.

Site for Testing:

Acq.open-ils.org

Username: acq_frrls

Password: demo123

